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Notes of Actions from the Inaugural Meeting of the Alton & District Residents' Associations Held in Community Centre on Thursday 8th May 2014

Present: Bob Booker, Peter Holden, Mike Heelis, Mike Biddiss, Brian Alexander (Alton Society); Robin Lees, Jane Lees (OORG); Louise Parker (AHRA); Bob Armstrong, Peter Field (AEWRA); Peter Packham, David Tomlinson (HVA); Hazel Cantoni, Tony Souter (ARG); Mike Hayward, Rosie Hayward, Julie Moss (ARRA); Helen Fletcher (TERA)



Introduction:

[bookmark: _GoBack]This was the first meeting between the Alton Society and the various Residents Groups that have been formed around the town.  Given the significance of the planning and development activity anticipated under the EHDC / SDNP Joint Core Strategy, the purpose of the meeting was to determine how we could work together to best effect to look after the interests of the Town.  As a consequence, the aim of bringing this Group together were set out as follows:
· To share information to enable each RGA to be as effective as possible in meeting their own aims.
· To increase the effectiveness of RGA to influence planning and development in Alton.
· To provide further evidence and support to the emerging Neighbourhood Plan.
· To encourage the formation of other RGA.
Actions Arising:
1. The Alton Society Evidence Papers were distributed, along with a table summarising the overall proposed scoring.  This was accepted in principle, but with a request to re-visit whether the AL002-4 breached the skyline, and should therefore be re-categorised.  
Action: Mike Biddiss
2. Mike Heelis was to circulate the Alton Society’s Supplementary Evidence Paper.
Action: Mike Heelis
3. Given the wide range of complex issues that needed to be resolved, particularly in areas such as transport.  It was pointed out that Hampshire County Council (HCC) holds the purse strings for many of these issues, and we needed to be heard at that level.  The most appropriate route for accessing HCC was through our own elected representatives, and as a consequence, it was agreed that we need Alton Town Council to take the lead. It was decided that we would write to the Leader of the Council to suggest that they provide the appropriate leadership required to support the Town in these matters.

Action:  Peter Holden would draft the letter to be sent in the name of all represented bodies.

4. It was agreed that the meeting was very useful and that we should formalise the Group.  In so doing, it was decided that we would be called the Alton and District Residents’ Associations (ADRA).

5. To ensure that we were able to represent all aspects of the Community it was agreed that Sanya Ward from the ACCI would be invited to the next meeting.
Action: Mike Heelis
6. In order that the ARDA members can get a better understanding of the aims and objectives of its constituent parts, each separate Group was requested to email around a copy of its aims, and top three concerns.
Action: ALL
7. The Alton Society had prepared a “Pocket Guide” to help people respond to planning applications.  Mike Heelis would circulate the final copy of this and members were requested to pass it to all of their members.
Action: ALL
8. The next meeting was to be held on Weds 21st May at 7.00 pm in the Community Centre.  The Alton Society would take the lead in convening the session.  
Action:  All
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